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  SECTION 1  
DOUGLAS COUNTY FAIR & RODEO COMPETITION RULES 

APPLIES TO ALL DIVISIONS, DEPARTMENTS, AND COMPETITIONS 

I. INTRODUCTION 
A. The following terms, conditions, and rules apply to all departments and all competitions at the 

Douglas County Fair & Rodeo (alternatively referred to as “DCFR” or “Fair”). 
B. Every exhibitor or competitor at the Douglas County Fair & Rodeo shall comply with the 

Competition Rules (alternatively referred to as the “Rules”) herein and comply with the more 
specific rules set forth in each Department. 

C. Any person in violation of the Competition Rules herein, may be subject to discipline as set forth in 
these rules and may be vacated or removed and ineligible for competition. 

D. Smoking is not allowed in any public buildings, or within 100’ of any building entrance. 
E. Alcohol will be sold in designated areas on the Fairgrounds during DCFR. Alcohol cannot be 

consumed or carried outside premised areas designated by signage.  
F. Any public display of photos or video of any DCFR event, concert, or rodeo for public dissemination 

without express written consent from DCFR Management is strictly prohibited. 
G. All guests, contestants, and participants are subject to a search by security personnel. 
H. The current Douglas County Fair & Rodeo Competition Rules will be posted online at 

www.douglascountyfairandrodeo.com>Get Involved>Junior Division.  

II. GENERAL COMPETITION RULES 
A. The Douglas County Fair does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, age, or other 

non-merit factors. 
B. Overnight sleeping in any livestock or horse barn is strictly prohibited. Exhibitors, family members, 

and guests are not permitted to remain in the barns after designated closing hours. 
C. No fireworks are allowed. 
D. Warning: Under Colorado law, it is a crime to sabotage or to tamper with, administer growth 

stimulation drug(s) to, or substitute unauthorized animal(s) for exhibition livestock, pursuant to CRS 
Section 18-9-207. Penalties include up to eighteen (18) months in prison or a fine up to one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000) and the name and photograph of any convicted person (s) to be 
available for publication in newspapers and trade journals. 

E. Warning: Under Colorado law, equine or llama professionals and activity sponsors are not liable for 
any injury to or death of a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities pursuant to section 13-21-119, Colorado Revised Statutes. 

F. DCFR Management is not responsible for any loss, damage, or injury to any person or property while 
on Douglas County grounds or real property. 

G. An exhibitor or competitor acknowledges and agrees to abide by all Competition Rules when they 
sign up to participate in any way in the Fair, and anyone who has not done so will not be allowed to 
participate.  

H.Exhibitors and competitors hereby indemnify the Douglas County Fair & Rodeo Management from 
any and all legal proceedings in regard to a challenge to any Competition Rules. 

I. Exhibits must be stalled, penned, or exhibited only in areas and locations assigned to that exhibitor 
by DCFR Management. Exhibits not in authorized locations will be removed by DCFR Management 
without notice, and the exhibitor may be subject to disciplinary action. 

http://www.douglascountyfairandrodeo.com/
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J. Exhibits may not be removed prior to the release time listed within Sections 2A and 2B of the 
Competition Rules. 

K. All Exhibitors with animals housed on the Fairgrounds at any point during the final weekend of Fair 
must report to their assigned barns to assist with clean-up before animal release, as listed in the 
official schedule online at www.douglascountyfairandrodeo.com>Get Involved>Junior Division. 

L. Every animal or article shall be entered and exhibited in the name of its bona fide owner. 
M. DCFR Management reserves the right to cancel events or change the schedule if deemed necessary. 

Specific or special competition rules or conditions are published in each department where 
necessary. 

III. DEFINITIONS 
A. Douglas County Fair & Rodeo (“DCFR” or “Fair”): An annual event organized by the Douglas County 

Fair Board in coordination with County staff, featuring educational and agricultural events along 
with various competitions and contests.  

B. Douglas County Fair Board (“Fair Board”): The Douglas County Fair Board is comprised of 21 
Directors who are appointed by the Board of Douglas County Commissioners to organize, conduct, 
and operate the annual Douglas County Fair & Rodeo.  

C. Douglas County Fair & Rodeo Management (“DCFR Management”): this term includes the Fair 
Board Directors (the “Fair Board”), Fairgrounds Manager, Fair & Rodeo Event Supervisor, Fair 
Coordinator, and Superintendents. The primary enforcement responsibility of these Competition 
Rules on a day-to-day basis is with the Fair Board. 

D. Program Leader: Douglas County 4-H Extension Agent or Douglas County School District Vocational 
Agricultural Instructor. 

E. Department Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent: A person appointed by the Fair Board that 
oversees a specific department, division, or contest at the County Fair. 

F. Judge: an individual who is selected to judge items or animals based on his/her expertise. 
G. Junior Division Exhibitor (Exhibitor): Douglas County 4-H Member and/or Douglas County FFA 

member competing in the Douglas County Fair and Rodeo. 

IV. ENTRIES & ENTRY FORMS 
A. Junior Division Competitions are open to Douglas County 4-H Members and FFA Members in good 

standing. 
B. All entries must be completed online, properly filled out, and accompanied by all required fees. 

Fees are non-refundable. 
C. Information and Resources regarding Junior Division Competitions may be found online at 

www.douglascountyfairandrodeo.com>Get Involved>Junior Division. 
D. No animal or article will be entitled to a place on the grounds until proper entry has been made. 
E. DCFR Management assumes no responsibility for errors on the entry forms. 
F. Every participant expressly understands and agrees that a completed entry form is acceptance of 

these Competition Rules and further agrees and understands that they will abide by these Rules 
throughout the duration of their time at DCFR. It is understood that non-compliance with these 
Competition Rules may subject any participant to penalties up to and including exclusion from 
future participation. 

G. Late entries will not be accepted. See the current year Junior Division schedule online at 
www.douglascountyfairandrodeo.com>Get Involved>Junior Division for required deadlines. 

H. DCFR Management reserves the right to limit entries to facilities available and to cancel any 
Department, division, or class in which, in its judgment, the entries are insufficient to secure 
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adequate competition. DCFR Management further reserves the right to return entries in the event 
any event competition, class or exhibit is cancelled. 

I. Premiums -All premiums will be paid in cash. Cash will be distributed by November 1. Forfeited 
funds will return to the general fund of the Fair. 

 All premiums earned will be paid to the Exhibitor. 
 Ribbons will be awarded in 1st through 6th place only. Premiums will be paid through 
3rd place. 
 PREMIUMS: 1st-$5, 2nd-$3, 3rd-$1  

 

V. EXHIBITOR AND COMPETITOR CONDUCT 
A. DCFR Management expects all participants (including exhibitors, competitors, parents, volunteers, 

etc.) to abide by the stated Competition Rules for all activities and events, including, but not limited 
to the following: 

1. Conduct themselves in a courteous, respectful manner, using appropriate language, exhibiting 
good sportsmanship, providing positive role models, and following the 4-H/FFA Code of 
Conduct as appropriate.  

2. Adhere to Competition Rules, curfews and dress codes. 
3. Abstain from illegal and immoral behavior. 
4. Fully participate in scheduled activities. 
5. Refrain from physical or emotional child abuse or neglect. 
6. Apply safety regulations to individuals, groups and property; and 
7. Accept personal responsibility for behavior. 

B. Consequences may include penalties as set forth in these Competition Rules. 

VI. DISPUTES 
A. DCFR Management is the final review and authority to interpret these Competition Rules and to 

settle questions of interpretation. 
B. There are additional specific competition rules set forth, if necessary, within each Department’s 

competition section. Both may apply and if there is a conflict between them the Department rules 
will apply. 

C. In the event that references to external requirements, regulations, or rules conflict to these 
Douglas County Fair & Rodeo Competition Rules then the Douglas County Fair & Rodeo 
Competition Rules shall control over such conflicts. 

D. The following three types of disputes are addressed in the following: 
 Pre-Fair rule infraction/violation. 
 During Fair rule infraction/violation. 
 Exhibitor, competitor or contestant-initiated protest. 

E. Failure to meet dates or deadlines identified in these rules or communicated through other official 
Fair documents, notices, or announcements shall not be considered grounds for protest. See the 
current year Junior Division Schedule tab online at www.douglascountyfairandrodeo.com>Get 
Involved>Junior Division for required deadlines. 

 

VII. DETERMINATION OF VIOLATIONS/PENALTIES 
A. Whenever a violation of any competition term or Competition Rule has occurred or has been 

reported to have occurred, prior to or during DCFR, it shall be reported first to the Department 
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Superintendent, if possible for resolution, who will then elevate it to DCFR Management if need be, 
to determine if, in fact, a violation has occurred. Only alleged violations reported within 24 hours of 
their occurrence will be investigated. 

B. If the Department Superintendent is unavailable, the alleged violation shall be reported to DCFR 
Management. DCFR Management reserves the right to take the actions provided herein at any time 
if it believes a potential violation of the Rules has occurred. If in fact a rule infraction has occurred, 
the notified DCFR Management Representative shall inform the Fairgrounds Manager and the DCFR 
Board Chairman. If the infraction warrants an investigation, the Infraction Sub-Committee, 
identified in Section 1, XI, will be assembled to investigate and deliver a decision on the infraction.  

C. The Infraction Sub-Committee shall investigate the infraction, conduct interviews with the affected 
parties and determine a resolution of the issue and identify if any penalty, as identified in Section 1, 
VIII, shall be applied. 

D. The Infraction Sub-Committee shall prepare a written response detailing the infraction and the 
Committee’s proposed resolution. The response shall be submitted to the DCFR Board Chair for 
review and signature prior to dissemination. Upon approval by the Chairman, the final response 
shall be provided to the affected parties. 

E. The affected parties shall be notified of the resolution and be informed of any penalty that was 
invoked. 

F. The Infraction Sub-Committee will present the issue and resolution to the DCFR Board for 
information only and to identify if the rule in question requires revision in the Competition Rules. 
The decision of the Infraction Sub-Committee is final. 

VIII. POSSIBLE PENALTIES FOR RULE INFRACTIONS 
A. The following penalties may be invoked for rule infractions: 

1. Written warning. 
2. The exhibitor or competitor in question is disqualified and could forfeit entry and other fees, 

trophies, and awards. 
3. The exhibitor or competitor shall be barred from competition at DCFR for a predetermined 

period of time that may include a lifetime suspension from competition upon the 
concurrence of the Douglas County Fair Board. 

4. The exhibit in question will not be sold in any sales at DCFR to include the Junior Livestock 
Sale. 

5. In the case of an exhibit already sold at DCFR, the exhibitor or competitor shall refund and 
return all sale proceeds in excess of market value to DCFR. The Douglas County Fair Board 
after conference with the Buyer shall determine the disposition of the remaining funds. 

6. Any combination of the above stated penalties. 

IX. INFRACTION SUB-COMMITTEE 
A. The following Infraction Sub-Committee will be assembled to investigate and render a decision 

when required: 
1. The Vice Chair of the Fair Board shall serve as the presiding officer of the Infraction Sub-

Committee (Voting Member).  
2. Superintendent of the affected department (Voting Member).  
3. One Douglas County Fair Board Director at large (preferably with knowledge in the affected 

department) (Voting Member).  
4. Fairgrounds Manager or representative strictly as an advisory role, who shall not have a 

vote. 


